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Beci Carver is a PhD student at the University of Cambridge. Her work en-
gages with the problems surrounding Modernist definitions of waste and
draws on psychoanalytic theory as one of its many contexts. She is also in-
terested in popular culture and in bridging the gap between high and low art.
Her doctoral research deals with lowbrow forms like the detective novel as
well as with established classics like Virginia Woolf’s To the Lighthouse.
She is based in Cambridge and teaches on a range of subjects; among them
Modernism, Literary Theory and Psychoanalysis.
Joan Copjec is Distinguished Professor of English, Comparative Literature
and Media Study at the University at Buffalo, where she is also Director of
the Center for the Study of Psychoanalysis and Culture. Formerly senior ed-
itor of October, she is the editor of Shades of Noir: A Reader (Verso, 1993)
and Jacques Lacan’s Television: A Challenge to the Psychoanalytic Estab-
lishment (W.W. Norton, 2004). Her books include Read My Desire: Lacan
Against the Historicists (MIT Press, 1994) and Imagine There’s No Woman:
Ethics and Sublimation (MIT Press, 2002).
Peter R. Costello is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Providence Col-
lege. He received his PhD from the Pennsylvania State University in 2002,
with a dissertation on Husserl and intersubjectivity under the direction of
Professor John Russon. Costello’s research interests include Husserlian
phenomenology, phenomenological psychology, and the work of Merleau-
Ponty. Recent publications include articles on the phenomenological in-
sights of Pope John Paul II, on the phenomenology of reading in Virginia
Woolf’s The Waves, on the exploration of a phenomenology of gratitude in
Plato’s Euthyphro and on the link between phenomenology, aesthetics, and
a democratic politics in Merleau-Ponty’s “Cezanne’s Doubt.”
Simon Critchley is Professor of Philosophy at the New School for Social
Research, New York, and at the University of Essex in Britain. During 2006-7,
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he is a Getty scholar at the Getty Research Institute in Los Angeles. He is
author of many books, including Very Little ... Almost Nothing: Death, Phi-
losophy, Literature (Routledge, 1997), The Ethics of Deconstruction (Edin-
burgh University Press, 1999), On Humour (Routledge, 2002) and Things
Merely Are: Philosophy in the Poetry of Wallace Stevens (Routledge, 2005).
His next book, Infinitely Demanding: Ethics of Commitment, Politics of Re-
sistance, is forthcoming from Verso. 
Sean Homer is a Senior Lecturer in film and media studies at City College,
Thessaloniki, Greece; he is also a visiting lecturer in the School of English,
Department of Translation and Cultural Studies, at Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki. He has published widely on cultural theory and psycho-
analysis, including articles in Radical Philosophy, New Formations, His-
torical Materialism, Free Associations and The Letter. He is author of
Fredric Jameson: Marxism, Hermeneutics, Postmodernism (Polity Press,
1998) and Jacques Lacan (Routledge, 2005). He is co-editor, with Douglas
Kellner, of Fredric Jameson: A Critical Reader (Palgrave, 2004). He is cur-
rently researching contemporary Balkan cinema and has a forthcoming pa-
per (2007) on Slavoj ÎiÏek’s reading of Emir Kusturica’s Underground
(1995).
Mary Jacobus is Grade 2 Professor of English at Cambridge University,
where she is currently Director of the Centre for the Arts, Humanities, and
Social Sciences (CRASSH). She has written on Wordsworth, Romanticism,
feminist criticism, and psychoanalysis. Recent books include First Things:
Maternal Imaginary in Literature, Art and Psychoanalysis (Routledge,
1995), Psychoanalysis and the Scene of Reading (Clarendon Lectures in
English, 1997) (Oxford University Press, 1999), and The Poetics of Psy-
choanalysis: In the Wake of Klein (Oxford University Press, 2005). She is
currently working on aspects of literary and visual theory.
Sylvia Karastathi is a PhD candidate in the English Department of the
University of Cambridge. Her thesis, on contemporary women novelists and
the writing of the visual, examines how women authors in the last thirty
years have responded to issues debated within feminist art history. These in-
volve the relation between woman-image, the woman artist, and “feminine”
genres of painting like still-life and genre painting. Other research interests
include the relationship between literature and visual culture, the contem-
porary British novel and British film in the 1980s.
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Themistoklis Katrios, MD, is a psychiatrist and psychoanalytic psy-
chotherapist in private practice in Thessaloniki, Greece. Trained by the Bri-
tish Association of Psychotherapists, he is a member of the Hellenic Asso-
ciation of Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy and President of the Northern Hel-
lenic Psychoanalytic Society. His publications have been on subjects such as 
the mourning of the therapist and metaphor, myth and symbol.
Karin Boklund-Lagopoulou was born in Sweden and received her PhD in
Comparative Literature from the University of Colorado at Boulder. She
moved to Greece in 1977 and since 1981 has taught in the School of Eng-
lish of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, where she is currently Professor
of Medieval Literature and Literary Theory. She has published numerous ar-
ticles on medieval literature and literary theory, and has edited or co-edited
several collections of papers on semiotics, among them a four-volume an-
thology for Sage. Among her recent publications are a book on the Middle
English lyrics and a paper on conceptions of the body in devotional lyrics
for medieval women. 
Dave Lewis completed his doctorate in the Ideology and Discourse Analy-
sis Programme at the University of Essex, where he was a teaching assistant
in the department of Government. His general research interests concern the
deployment of psychoanalytic and post-structuralist categories for under-
standing the political. His current research involves the construction of for-
mal descriptions of the economies of enjoyment and desire that are capital-
ist relations of consumption and exchange. He has written and presented pa-
pers on the concept of “the blank figure,” fantasy, the superego, disgust, the
lumpenproletariat, social exclusion, advertising, the debate concerning ge-
netically modified food and “New Age Travellers.”
Calum Neill is a lecturer in Critical Psychology at Napier University in Ed-
inburgh. He is a member of the editorial boards of the International Journal
of ÎiÏek Studies and the Annual Review of Critical Psychology and has pub-
lished a number of articles on Lacanian theory, focusing particularly on the
ethical dimensions in Lacan’s thought.
Ruth Parkin-Gounelas studied English literature at Victoria University,
Wellington, New Zealand, and Oxford University (D.Phil, 1978), and is now
Professor in the Department of English Literature and Culture at Aristotle
University, Thessaloniki. Her books include Fictions of the Female Self
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(Macmillan, 1990) and Literature and Psychoanalysis: Intertextual Read-
ings (Macmillan/Palgrave, 2001). More recent publications have been in the
fields of Victorian psychology and theories of emotion in philosophy, psy-
chology and neuroscience. Along with Yiorgos Kalogeras, she is Managing
Editor of Gramma/Γράµµα. 
Jina Politi holds a PhD in English Literature from Cambridge University.
She was a Fellow in English under title A at Churchill College, Cambridge.
From 1980 she was Professor of English Literature at Aristotle University,
Thessaloniki, Greece, and on retirement in 1997 was granted the title of Pro-
fessor Emeritus. In 1998 she was awarded the prize for Excellence in Teach-
ing and Research by the Institute of Technology and Research. In 2002 she
was elected Honorary Member by the Society of Hellenic Authors. Her pub-
lished work focuses mainly on British and Greek literature. Her latest book
is a collection of essays (some of which are translations from published
work in English) entitled Περι Αµαρτίας, Πάθους, Βλέµµατος και Άλλων
Τινών (On Sin, Passion, the Gaze and Other Matters) (Agra, 2006). Besides
scholarly work, her writings include critical articles on social, political and
cultural issues published in the daily press and relevant periodicals. 
Nicola Rehling teaches courses on film and literature in the Department of
English Literature and Culture at Aristotle University, Thessaloniki. Her
doctoral thesis, which she completed in 2005, analyses representations of
white heterosexual masculinity in contemporary popular cinema. Her re-
search interests include popular culture, gender theory, critical race theory,
whiteness scholarship and, more recently, representations of Greek-American
masculinity in popular films. 
Yannis Stavrakakis studied political science and discourse analysis at Pan-
teion and Essex Universities. He has taught at Essex and Nottingham and
was recently elected Associate Professor in the Department of Political
Science at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. He is the author of
Lacan and the Political (Routledge, 1999), and co-editor of Discourse
Theory and Political Analysis (Manchester University Press, 2000) and
Lacan & Science (Karnac, 2002). His new book The Lacanian Left is
forthcoming from Edinburgh University Press.
David Teh is an independent curator, critic and lecturer based in Bangkok,
Thailand. He has lectured in art history and theory at the Universities of
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New South Wales and Sydney, Australia. His PhD was entitled “Excessive
Economies: Information and Symbolic Exchange, at the Power Institute”
(University of Sydney, 2005). Teh was a founder and moderator of the Fi-
breculture mailing list for critical internet culture (http://www.fibrecul-
ture.org), and is also a director of Sydney artist-run initiative Half Dozen
(http://www.halfdozen.org). In Bangkok, he is currently working on
Platform, an exhibition featuring emerging Thai artists working in non-
traditional media (http://bangkokok.typepad.com/platform/).
Effie Yiannopoulou is Assistant Professor of English and Cultural Theory
at Aristotle University, Thessaloniki. Her publications are in the field of
twentieth-century women’s writings and have appeared in book collections
and international journals. She has recently co-edited Metaphoricity and the
Politics of Mobility (Amsterdam and New York: Rodopi, 2006) and two spe-
cial journal issues, “Intimate Transfers” (The European Journal of English
Studies, 2005) and “Wrestling Bodies” (Gramma, 2003). She is currently re-
searching the idea of Europe in the works of Rebecca West.
Slavoj ÎiÏek is International Director of Birkbeck Institute for the Human-
ities, University of London, UK, and a senior researcher at the Institute of
Sociology, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. He is author of many books
including The Sublime Object of Ideology (Verso, 1989), Tarrying with the
Negative (Duke, 1993), The Ticklish Subject: The Absent Centre of Political
Ontology (Verso, 1999) and, more recently, The Parallax View (MIT Press,
2006), Interrogating the Real (Continuum, 2005) and Iraq: The Borrowed
Kettle (Verso, 2004). In 2006 Slavoj ÎiÏek wrote and presented the ac-
claimed documentary The Pervert’s Guide to Cinema (UK, Netherlands,
Austria: Lone Star Productions).
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